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Mary Melgs Atwater
Weaver’s Guild

MAY - 2025

MAY 8: Fashion Evening and Guild
Challenge Reveal

MAY 17: Guild Library Open House,
Susan Hainsworth’s home

JUNE 17-21: Intermountain Weaver’s
Conference, Albuguerque, New
Mexico

JUNE 28: Bundle Dyeing and Potluck
(10:00 to 2:00, pavilion near Mimi
Rodes’s home)

SEPTEMBER 5-OCTOBER 22: Guild
Show—"Slow Cloth: A Celebration
of One Thread at a Time”

SEPTEMBER 5: Guild Show Opening
(6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Utah Cultural
Celebration Center)

SEPTEMBER 4-6: Inkle Weaving
Workshop, Annie MacHale

All regular Guild meetings begin at
6:30 p.m. at the South Valley Unitarian
Universalist Society, 6876 Highland
Drive, unless otherwise indicated.

Tartan fabric woven
by Maureen Wilson.
See “Shuttle Craft
Bulletins: Plaids
and Tartans” on
page 4 of this
newsletter.

Background photo:

May Guild Meeting—Fashion Evening and Challenge Reveals: Weaving

for Clothing and Tea Towels

Thursday, May 8, 6:30 p.m., South Valley Unitarian Universalist Society,

6876 Highland Drive

Weavers—it's finally here! The night we have all been waiting for has arrived! May 8 is our
Guild's Fashion Evening, which means that we bring what we have been working on for our
Guild Challenge of Weaving for Clothing. Please bring—or better yet, wear—what you have
made for this Challenge. Note that the item does not need to be a sewn item. Bring or wear
scarves, shawls, and yardage if that is what you have made. Just get that weaving off the loom
and drape it on your body!

If you have handmade clothing of any kind, please wear it to the meeting so we can be
inspired and have fun. Those who have participated in the Guild Challenge will each take time
in the meeting to talk about what they have done.

Also, if you are part|C|pat|ng in the Guild Towel Exchange, May 8 is the night! Please bring
one to four towels that you have woven, and cover them in
some way. A plastic grocery bag works great—just something to
hide your towels so we can't see them until after the exchange.
Those who are participating will exchange towels with each
other. Any questions? Please contact Sunny Cate.

And as always, we will start the evening with Show and Tell,
so please bring what you have been working on in addition to !
your Challenge item.

—Sunny Cate, Vice President

Blueberry Fields Forever vest,
by Linda Williams, Handwoven,
Jan/Feb 2023

President’s Message
Well, Spring has finally sprung in Utah! It is so wonderful to see and smell all of the beautiful
flowering trees and enjoy the brilliant colors of the tulips and daffodils!!! And, in St. George,
the cactus is blooming!!!! Such a wonderful time of year! R

It will be so fun to see the “Challenge Reveal” and the clothing and fabrics you all have .
made! The towel exchange is always so colorful and amazing! Unfortunately, | will miss the
fun, so am hoping there will be lots of pictures taken!

We have had such a busy and wonderful year with great programs and workshops! I've W
heard great things about the Ruby Leslie workshop and Guild presentation! Thank you to
Sonya for organizing that!

In June, Connie Denton will be leading a bundle dye workshop, which is one of my very
favorite things to play with!

While we don’t hold monthly meetings over the summer, we will have an action-packed
start to our new fiscal year in September with the opening of the Biennial Fiber Exhibit on
September 5 and the Annie MacHale three-day Inkle Weaving workshop! Jeanette Tregeagle
has already sent out the Call for Entries for the Fiber Exhibit, and registration information for
the MacHale workshop is included with this newsletter.

We will also be voting for next year’s officers at the May meeting. As Jeanette and | end
our tenure as Guild Co-Presidents, | want to especially thank all of our Board members and
those who have volunteered to lead workshops and other activities over the past two years!
It takes all of us working together to keep the Guild growing and
vibrant! | was amazed to learn from Ann McKane, our Membership
Secretary, that we now have nearly 120 active members! Nancy
Crowley has done a wonderful job of migrating the Guild website
to a new platform, which will be easier to maintain and more user
friendly for viewing on cell phones, etc. Thank you, Nancy!!

I hope you all have a lovely spring and are having a great time
with your weaving and other fiber activities!!

—Mimi Rodes, Co-President



Inkle Weaving Workshop, by Annie MacHale

The Annie MacHale Inkle Weaving Workshop will be held from September 4-6, 2025, and
will include three different techniques: Horizontal Bar Background Pickup, Baltic or Speckled
Background Pickup, and 3-Color Pickup. See the workshop flyer and registration information
(sent out with the newsletter) for additional details.

This workshop is for experienced inkle weavers. Students must know how to warp their
loom on their own and be familiar and comfortable doing plain weave on the inkle loom. The
workshop will be held at the Utah Cultural
Celebration Center so participants can
browse the Guild Exhibit that will open on
September 5.

A Beginning (or Refresher) Inkle Band
class will be held at the Salt Lake Weaving
Studio on August 16 to help Guild members
prepare for the September workshop. The
timing will allow participants to practice
before the September workshop.

+ The class will be $95.

+ The Weaving Studio may have a few
looms available for rent, but most people
will bring their own looms.

+ Ellen Klomps says she has several extra
looms that could be borrowed for those
who need them.

Registration priority will be given to
Weaver’s Guild members. The Weaving
Studio will not post the class on their class
list until we know how many Guild members
want to attend. Please e-mail Mimi Rodes by
or before June 1 if you would like to take this

class at the Weaving Studio.
—Mimi Rodes, Co-President Annie MacHale with some of her inkle weavings

Registration for IWC Is Open
Registration for the 2025 Intermountain Weaver’s Conference is open. The conference will
be held from June 17-21 in Albuquerque.

For information about the wonderful classes that are offered, see this web page:
https://www.intermountainweavers.org/workshops.html

The classes will be filled on a first-come,
first-served basis. All signups are done online
at intermountainweavers.org on the Register
web page. You must be logged into the web-
site to register for a class.

Anyone can sign up for meals and pur-
chase the IWC 2025 shirts—no membership
needed. Lunches are offered each day, and
there is a dinner on Thursday night. There
are a variety of shirt styles and colors to
choose from. Go to the Register web page to
purchase meals and shirts.

To get more information about what
Albuquerque has to offer, go to the Albuquerque
web page on the IWC website.

Please support your regional weaving
conference while learning and having fun!
—Nancy Crowley

Elevating Fiber
to New Heights

Guild Library Open House

On Saturday, May 17, from 2:00 to 4:00,
come and visit our wonderful Guild library
and visit with weaving friends. The library is
at Susan Hainsworth’s home, 91 East 400
North, Centerville.

Salt Lake Weaving Studio Classes

Meanwhile at the SL Weaving Studio. . .

plenty of classes to get you through the spring:

—Overshot Table Runner, April 29 through
May 20

—Linen, Lace Towels, May 3 to May 29

—Faux Ikat, May 24

—Chenille Scarf, May 12 to 26

—AIl About Name Drafts, June 28
Questions? Email SLWeaveStudio@gmail.

com or sign up on SLWeavingStudio.org.

—Catherine and Deanna

Summary of April Guild Meeting
At our April 3 Guild meeting, Ruby Leslie
shared her experience and expertise in
weaving with color. She has done extensive
research and sampling that have allowed her
to use color masterfully in her beautiful woven
pieces. She was enthusiastic and generous
and gave us all good insights into using color.

Many of our Guild members also took a
three-day workshop on color from Ruby and
learned so much from her. Many thanks to
Sonya Campana, who put much effort into
organizing the workshop, and to Catherine
Marchant for hosting Ruby.

Ruby Leslie reviewing woven samples at the workshop.
Photo by Phyllis Mandel



Guild Board 2025-2026

We are so grateful for everyone who is willing to participate in making our Guild work! Our
Guild Board for 2024-2025 has been fabulous, and we very much appreciate all they have
done. They will serve through June. According to our Guild Bylaws, it is time to elect new
officers for the next Guild board. Some officers have served for only one year and so will
continue. Others have served for two years and so will step down and we will elect new
officers.

We particularly want to thank those who have served so well for two years and will be
leaving the board: Mimi Rodes and Jeanette Tregeagle as Co-Presidents and Beth Myrer
as Recording Secretary. We greatly appreciate their work. We also want to thank Karen
Gregory, who has served as our Hospitality Coordinator, and Nancy Crowley, who has
served for eight years on the IWC board. Many thanks!!

Here are the five 2025-2026 Guild Board members we will vote on during our May 8
Guild meeting:

President: Sarah Marsden

Co-Vice Presidents: Jill Dahle and Mimi Rodes

Membership Secretary: Ann McKane

Recording Secretary: Susan George-Rydberg

Treasurer: Phyllis Mandel

Our Guild board also includes a number of appointed officers, and we are so grateful for
their work. Here is the list of appointed officers for 2025-2026:

Hospitality: Joni Moerman

Workshop Coordinator: Sunny Cate

Grants Officer: Mimi Rodes

Newsletter: Susan Hainsworth, Jane Ann Peters, Maureen Wilson, Nicole Lohman

Webmaster: Nancy Crowley

Shuttle-Craft Guild Study Group Coordinator: Maureen Wilson

Guild Sale Coordinators: Catherine Marchant and Ann McKane

Outreach Coordinator: Julie Guiney

Librarian and Equipment Coordinator: Susan Hainsworth

Southern Utah Branch

The Southern Utah Branch of our Guild now has a
monthly newsletter, which is posted on our Guild
website under the SW Branch tab.

Southwest Utah Branch of Weavers: We
have three of our members with great pieces in
the Kayenta Art Show—Sandra Sandberg, Doni
Pack, and Mimi Rodes. The show is open until
April 30.

May Meeting: Our Guild meeting is Saturday,
May 10, 10 am to 12:30 pm, at the Washington
City Library. Bring your portable looms or other
working projects to enjoy a social time with other
fiber enthusiasts. We welcome newcomers who
want to explore weaving, spinning, and other fiber
crafts. Please bring your completed projects or
photos for Show and Tell. This is our last meeting
before the summer break. For more information, email Dona Fisher, fisherdonann@gmail.com.

Rigid Heddle—Little Looms: May 14 (2nd Wednesday) 1 pm to 3 pm at Washington City
Library. Bring your looms, share your work, or come to watch and learn. Contact Dona Fisher.

Spinners of Southwest Utah: The focus is on fiber, spinning, and dyeing, and we work
on projects while we share our learning. Anyone is welcome to observe and learn more. We
meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, and our next meeting is May 21 from 1 pm to 3
pm at Washington City Library, Community Room. Contact Doni Pack, donipack@gmail.com
—Nancy Crowley

2024-2025 MMAWG Board

President: Mimi Rodes (801-619-6888,
president@mmawg.org); Jeanette Tregeagle
(801-568-9645, copresident@mmawg.org)

Vice President: Sunny Cate (801-589-3393,
vicepresident@mmawg.org)

Membership Secretary: Ann McKane
(206-371-5814, membership@mmawg.org)
Recording Secretary: Beth Myrer
(801-602-8612, secretary@mmawg.org)

Treasurer: Phyllis Mandel (914-806-3478,
treasurer@mmawg.org)

Librarian and Equipment Coordinator:
Susan Hainsworth (801-860-6483,
susanhainsworth@gmail.com)

Hospitality: Karen Gregory(801-916-9849,
kigregory12@gmail.com)

Grants Officer: Mimi Rodes (801-619-6888,
grants@mmawg.org)

Newsletter: Susan Hainsworth
(801-860-6483, susanhainsworth@gmail.
com); Maureen Wilson (801-485-5241,
SCstudygroup@mmawg.org); Nicole Lohman
(715-491-1893, nicoleelohman@gmail.com);
Jane Ann Peters (801-205-1055, janeann
peters@comcast.net)

Webmaster: Nancy Crowley (505-480-8079,
webmaster@mmawg.org)

IWC Representative: Nancy Crowley
(505-480-8079, webmaster@mmawg.org)

Shuttle-Craft Guild Study Group
Coordinator: Maureen Wilson
(SCstudygroup@mmawg.org)

Guild Sale Coordinator: Catherine Marchant
(801-216-4722, fibernbeads@gmail.com)

Outreach Coordinator: Julie Guiney
(435-640-2965, outreach@mmawg.org)

Mary Meigs Atwater Weaver's
Guild of Utah

To join the Guild: send $30.00 ($35.00 to
receive the newsletter by mail) to Phyllis
Mandel, 3721 East Blue Jay Lane, Cotton-
wood Heights, UT 84121, or go to the Guild
website, where you can join using Paypal.
Checks should be made out to MMAWG.

To join the Guild e-mail list: contact Susan
Hainsworth, susanhainsworth@gmail.com.
Guild website: mmawg.org
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Shuttle-Craft Bulletins: Plaids and Tartans
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletins covered in this article are from August 1940 and March 1946. These Bulletins are on the Guild website (mmawg.org)
under the Bulletins Tab.

In August 1940 and March 1946, plaid and tartan weaving was the Shuttle-Craft Bulletin topic of interest. Mary Meigs Atwater had written about
tartan weaving in 1924 and 1935, and tartans were back in fashion.

Mary called the tartan patterns “perennial,” considering them never not attractive.

She wrote about the difference in approaching the fabric for its attractiveness versus the historic accuracy or our right to wear what she consid-
ered the “armorial bearings of a family.” She described the rules for historic wear in detail.

She distinguished the difference between tartan, the fabric, and plaid, the scarf of tartan fabric worn over the shoulder.

She reviewed the history of the phrase “of that ilk” as referring to the chieftain of a clan taking the name from his land. His family or heir would
take the same name, so “of that ilk” would refer to being of the “same name.”

The tartan is properly woven in a 2/2 twill, using fine wool yarns. The patterns are made by a warp of a particular number of threads in a color
arrangement following what is known as the sett. Tartans are woven as a balanced weave with the same number and color of weft threads to
make a square pattern. The warp and weft are of the same material.

Fourteen setts are included in the issue, chosen for their color combinations or because a Guild member’s name would be of interest. Here is
one of them, the Douglas tartan drawdown:

In the March 1946 issue, Mary defined checks and plaids, going from the
simple version of two colors crossing each other to the use of a variety of
colors. For example, she described a Glengarry plaid as black and white with
accent colors running through the center of one or the other figures. Here is a
sample of a District Check of this type of color scheme from a color and weave
class:

Mary wrote that thinking of plaids leads to tartans. In this issue, she used
the terms plaid and tartan more loosely, interchanging them.

She repeated a lot of the earlier information but got into colors used in the
tartan setts. These are usually black and white, brilliant red, purplish navy
blue, medium green, and what she called an “eggy” yellow used in narrow
stripes as accents.

Some setts use 2 or 3 colors, while others combine all of them. One can learn a lot about color combinations and proportions from weaving
tartans.

Several tartan setts have been published in the Bulletins, and in the Recipe Book. Mary referenced 13 setts from the Recipe Book in the 1946
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Figure 1: Douglas tartan drawdown, by M. Wilson.

Bulletin. S S
She again reviewed the materials used for tartans—traditionally a fine wool yarn woven in %‘:@ Vi H‘ AR R +£‘.}l 1
a 2/2 twill. Tartans may also be woven in worsted yarns for blankets. She deplored the use of EEE 3 HiH
tartans for upholstery. She included directions for weaving tartans in fine cotton, 20/2 at 34 epi, 444 ] 334 1331143
for dress fabrics. : = - :-':‘! 1311
Mary included 11 more tartan setts that she said had not been published by the Guild before. e, it
Between the two Bulletins, there were 24 pattern setts provided. Many more are available on the Adadd il 4
Scottish Tartan Registry, established in 2008. ““‘ﬂ"ﬂ 'ﬂﬁ“
You can search the Scottish Tartan Registry for a specific tartan of interest, or register one of ~ A4-4-. 4§44
your own design at this link: https://www.tartanregister.gov.uk/index ] - 14331 ¥
If you are interested in designing your own, there is a tool for that at this link: https:/stkildas- = | i
tore.com/store/tartandesigner/designer/designer 33 . -
Sweet Georgia offers a five-lesson class on weaving and designing tartans: https://www. b )

schoolofsweetgeorgia.com/courses/weaving-stripes-plaids-tartans/ Figure 2: District check sample in wool from a color and
—NMaureen Wilson, Shuttle-Craft Bulletins Study Group Coordinator weave class by Susan Wilson. Photo by M. Wilson

The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin Study Group
The last two Shuttle-Craft Bulletin Study group meetings of this Guild year are listed below, with the issues and topics to be covered. The date
and place of the June meeting will be announced soon.

The study group meets to discuss Mary Atwater’s work from the Shuttle-Craft Bulletins. This is an informal group, and if you have not par-
ticipated, try a meeting. The meetings often begin with a reading from Mary Meigs Atwater’s biography. If you are interested in attending, email
Maureen Wilson (maureenmwilson@yahoo.com).

Date Topic Bulletins 'HE SHUTTLE-CEAFT GUILD [
June 2025 Handbags July 1931; December 1931 '
August 2025 Speck Book and Landes Book Patterns ~ August 1931; January 1934




