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January Guild Meeting

 

What: Learning about Handweaving.net, by Kris Bruland 
When: Thursday, January 12, 2023, 6:30 p.m. 
Where: Zoom meeting 

 
Our January program will be a Zoom meeting with Kris 
Bruland, the founder of handweaving.net. This website is a 
repository of thousands of weaving drafts, both new and old. 
Recently, Kris has added a color tool and an amalgamation 
tool, making the program a great source for designing. You 
don’t have to have a subscription to look at weave designs on 
handweaving.net, so take some time to get acquainted with it 
before the program on Thursday. A good place to start is with 
this link: https://www.handweaving.net/about 
 
The Zoom meeting will open at 6:45. Then the Show and Tell 
will begin at 7:00, with the program beginning at 7:30. Please 
send pictures of any items for Show and Tell to Mimi Rodes 
(mimirodes@comcast.net) by the end of day on Wednesday, 
January 11. Please also send a brief description of the piece. 

 
Watch for the Zoom link that Leslie Sieburth will send to everyone on the Guild email list. It is 
a real privilege for us to be able to hear from Kris Bruland. We hope to see many of you on 
Thursday! 
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President’s Message 

Dear Weavers:   

I hope that everyone had a good Christmas and safe New Year. It was good seeing many of 
you at the Christmas Party. Because the weather is iffy for January and February, we planned 
on doing Zoom meetings for those months. Looking at the snow, I think it is a good plan. I 
hope you will be able to log on, and I will look forward to seeing you. Beth Myrer, Guild 
President 
 

Zoom Meeting with Daryl Lancaster on March 13, 2023 

The Southwest Branch of our Guild is hosting a Zoom meeting presented by Daryl Lancaster 
on Monday, March 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. All Guild members are invited! Daryl Lancaster is a 
well-known weaver and teacher, who has extensive experience with creating beautiful 
clothing out of handwoven fabric. The Zoom link will be sent out closer to the date. Here is the 
information: 

Color and Inspiration 

Build color confidence no matter what your favorite fiber technique. In this presentation, we 
will start with the basics of color and discuss inspiration from color forecasts and online color 
tools. These can help stretch the imagination of anyone who is color challenged. PowerPoint 
slides will illustrate a series of fun exercises to create easy color references using yarn, photos, 
and Color-aid papers. And for the handweavers, we will learn what to do when introducing a 
weft! Lots of inspiration! 

  

Southwest Utah Weaver’s Schedule 

Monday, January 9, 2023, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Topic: My IWC Project, Dona Fisher 
Location: St. George library 
 
Monday, February 13, 2023, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Topic: My IWC Project, Judy Harlin 
Location: St. George library 
 
Monday, March 13, 2023, 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Topic: Daryl Lancaster, Color and Inspiration 
Location: Zoom 
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The Guild Show Is Coming in September! 

We are so fortunate to be able to hold our Guild shows at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center 
every other year. The gallery there is very beautiful, and the textiles, which come from many 
textile artists, are hung beautifully. You can start preparing now for the show we will have 
next year. 
 
The exhibit will hang from September 7 through October 18, 2023. The drop-off date for 
artwork will be September 2, and the pickup date will be October 19.  
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Intermountain Weaver’s Conference (IWC) 

 

 

IWC just published a newsletter with everything you need to know to attend the 2023 
conference. You can access the newsletter at this link: 

https://www.intermountainweavers.org/resources/Documents/202301IWCNewsletter.pdf 

The Intermountain Weaver’s Conference is fast approaching! IWC will be held July 27–30, 
2023, at Utah State University in Logan. Registration will start on February 1, 2023.  

The IWC board is looking for volunteers to help us during the day on Wednesday, July 26, and 
Thursday, July 27. We will need help setting up the classrooms and getting the registration 
packets ready for everyone. If you can help on one or both days, even for a few hours, please 
contact Nancy at registration@intermountainweavers.org. We would really appreciate your 
help—we want to make this a great conference! 

There will be a newsletter emails in January that will contain all the information about the 
conference. The email will be sent out to all IWC members, so please join us! Keep in mind that 
you need to be an IWC member to sign up for the classes. All memberships end on January 1 
of the year. Many of your memberships will expire at the end of 2022. You should receive an 
email reminding you to renew. In order to join us, use this web 
page: https://www.intermountainweavers.org/join-us 

IWC Bookmarks 

Join the Southwest Branch of our Guild in weaving bookmarks to give out at IWC! You can 
use inkle looms, card looms, regular looms, kumihimo—whatever! Ivy DeHart will provide 
more information about this project at the January Zoom meeting. 

 Nancy Crowley 
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Shuttle-Craft Bulletins: Coverlets and Counterpanes 

 
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletins covered in this article are from January 1939 and 1940. These Bulletins are 
on the Guild website under the Bulletins Tab. 
 
It is the new year, and to the Shuttle-Craft Weaving Guild this meant that it was the time to 
weave a coverlet. This was a project described by Mary Meigs Atwater as taking no more than 
a week to complete. In the January 1939 issue, Mary provided a draft from a coverlet she saw 
at the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan. It had no name, but given the similarity to 
one in The Shuttle-Craft Book of American 
Handweaving (figure on page 11, 1973 printing), 
Mary referred to it as “probably Indian War.” 
She noted in the book that it was a favorite 
pattern of Weaver Rose. The Henry Ford 
Museum website contains images of 40 
beautiful coverlets in its collection but 
unfortunately, not this one.  See them at this 
link:  
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-
and-research/digital-collections/ . 
 
The 1939 bulletin provides the draft, treadling 
instructions, recommended yarns, and three 
different threadings for a pillow top (600 ends), 
a 36½-inch-wide strip for a coverlet 
approximately 73 inches wide before finishing 
(1,094 ends), and a 42 2/3-inch-wide strip for a 
coverlet approximately 85 inches wide before finishing (1,280 ends). You can see the draft for 
the similar one in her book (draft #22) on page 154, where it is noted that it is also known as 
“Rose of Sharon.”  
 
Mary did not like to write out the treadlings in the manner provided, but she did include 
them, stating, “I hope nobody will follow them in weaving, but will weave freely and happily 
along the diagonal.” She explained that the pattern is woven as drawn in, that the written 
treadlings are misleading, rarely correct, and entirely unnecessary. She proposed a weaver’s 
New Year’s resolution of “Avaunt the treadlings” (that is, “go away”). 
 
For the yarns, the museum coverlet was woven in the traditional colonial style, with a natural 
cotton warp and tabby weft and a traditional indigo blue wool pattern weft. I think that this 
pattern would lend itself well to a two-or-more-color pattern as well. For ideas on this, I’d 
recommend Helene Bress’s book The Coverlet Book: Early American Handwoven Coverlets. It is in 
the Guild Library and is a valuable resource.  
 
Mary noted that there were other coverlet patterns in the Recipe Book, see Series I. She also 
mentioned the use of the “Botanical Garden” in a coverlet. This is found in the Recipe Book 
Series V, Number 11, as a runner. Mary described how she wove it up by including a narrow  

1.  Four-shaft Overshot Coverlet pattern from 
January 1939 Bulletin 
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border in stripes and making each block twice as large as shown in the Recipe Book figure, done 
in the Summer and Winter structure. 
 
In January 1940, Mary wrote about counterpanes. 
These are white cotton bed coverings from the US 
South. Drafts for them are provided in the Shuttle-
Craft Book of American Handweaving, in Chapter 12: 
“Additional Four-Harness Weaves.” These are in 
dimity, honeycomb, and huck weave structures. 
Ms and Os and spot weaves are also used. For 
more information on the weave structures used for 
counterpanes and on counterpanes in general, see 
Gay McCreary’s website:  
http://www.southerncounterpane.com/what-is-
a-southern-counterpane.html.    
 
The counterpane draft that Mary included in the 
1940 Bulletin was from a fragment woven in 
handspun cotton, sent to her by a Guild member. 
The dimity weave in the pattern is of wide and 
narrow stripes, separated by stripes of huck. It is 
done in long oval blocks. Mary recommended that 
weavers use 20/2 cotton with a sett of 32 to 34 epi 
and beat “very close.” The fabric has a distinct right 
and wrong side.   
 
Mary wrote that the same threading may be woven in honeycomb and recommended two 
wefts of different grist, one fine and the other a coarse soft weft for the best honeycomb effect. 
There is an excellent photo of the honeycomb weave on the Southern Counterpane website 
under the Weave Structures tab. Mary recommended that the warp sett for honeycomb should 
be a little more open than the dimity weave. She described the effect as a “raised lace like 
tracery over a dimpled under pattern.” 
 
The counterpanes were finished with elaborate fringes, knotted in patterns and some with 
little tassels, all done in cotton. These were, as a rule, on three sides of the counterpane, with 
the top edge finished with a hem as seen in the photo. 
 
Mary described the adjustment needed to achieve a good shed on a counter-balance loom to 
weave the dimity and honeycomb weaves, using a “false tie” on the pattern treadles. Weaving 
them on a jack loom would be easy enough.   
 
Year after year, Mary published the January issue as the “coverlet” Bulletin, stating that in the 
old days, a coverlet was the crowning achievement of the home weaver and was in Mary’s 
time, still considered a “major adventure.” Whether it takes a week, or more, consider starting 
a coverlet or counterpane this month. Maureen Wilson 

2.  Southern Counterpane from Gay McCreary, 
coverletweaver.com, showing fringe on three 
sides. Used with permission. 
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The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin Study Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2022–2023 Guild year meeting schedule for the Shuttle-Craft Bulletin study group is 
presented below. The next meeting will be held in February, with date and time to be 
announced. The topic of discussion will be Weaving for Pleasure or Profit, from the November 
1929 and January 1930 bulletins. 
   
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin study group meets to discuss Mary Atwater’s work from the 
Shuttle-Craft Bulletins. This is an informal group—if you have not participated, try a meeting. 
The meetings often begin with a reading from Mary Meigs Atwater’s biography.   
 
Topic Bulletins Meeting 

Date 
Weaving for Pleasure 
Weaving for Profit 
 

November 1929 
January 1930 
 

Feb 2023 

Color and Color 
Combinations 
 

December 1929 Apr 2023 

Coverlets 
 

February 1930 
January 1931 
 

Jun 2023 

Pile and Velvet 
Weaving 

March 1930 
April 1930 
 

Aug 2023 
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Guild Calendar 2022–2023 

 
January 12 

Kris Bruland: Handweaving.net 
(Zoom meeting) 

 
February 9 

Ellen Hess: Weaving Lace 
(Zoom meeting) 

 
March 9 

Weaving and Equipment of Mary Atwater 
and Flossie Goodwin; Mary Atwater’s 

Birthday Party 
by ReNee Page and Susan Hainsworth 

 
April 13 

Finishing Weaving 
by Mimi Rodes, Deanna Baugh, Jeanette 

Tregeagle 
 

May 11 
Challenge Exchange: Finished Weaving  

and Drafts 
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February Guild Meeting

 

What: Amazing Lace, by Ellen Hess 
When: Thursday, February 9, 2023, 6:30 p.m. (presentation begins at 6:30) 
Where: Zoom meeting 

 
Our February Guild meeting 
will be presented by Ellen 
Hess. Ellen is a longtime 
weaver and weaving teacher, 
who has taught for many 
years at the Fashion Institute 
of Technology (FIT) in New 
York City. Ellen said of our 
upcoming meeting: 
 
“Lace is more than a fine, 
open fabric. We will journey 
through many historical types 

of lace and lacemaking techniques and see how they relate to handwoven lace structures. 
Learn the real differences between Mock Leno, Huck Lace, Spot Bronson, and Swedish Lace so 
that you can choose the exact lace structure to suit your project. You will realize that for 
weavers, ‘Lace Is More.’” 
 
The Zoom meeting will open at 6:15, and Ellen’s presentation will begin right at 6:30. Then 
Guild business and Show and Tell will follow the presentation.  
 
Please send pictures of Show and Tell items to Carolyn Chen (carolyn.chen.slc@gmail.com) by 
Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. Please put “2/9 Guild” in the subject line. 
 
Leslie Sieburth has sent the Zoom link to the Guild email list. We hope to see many of you on 
Thursday! 
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President’s Message 

Dear Weavers:   

As I am writing this, it is February 1, and tomorrow is Groundhog Day. The forecasts that I 
have seen call for sunny conditions, so we will probably have six more weeks of winter. 
Hopefully there will be lots of snow, so the drought will be less severe. Looking at the year 
ahead, we have some really interesting meetings coming. I hope to see many of you on Zoom 
next week. Keep weaving, Beth Myrer 
 

Zoom Meeting with Daryl Lancaster on March 13, 2023 

The Southwest Branch of our Guild is hosting a Zoom meeting presented by Daryl Lancaster 
on Monday, March 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. All Guild members are invited! Daryl Lancaster is a 
well-known weaver and teacher, who has extensive experience with creating beautiful 
clothing out of handwoven fabric. Here is the information: 

Color and Inspiration 

Build color confidence no matter what your favorite fiber technique. In this presentation, we 
will start with the basics of color and discuss inspiration from color forecasts and online color 
tools. These can help stretch the imagination of anyone who is color challenged. PowerPoint 
slides will illustrate a series of fun exercises to create easy color references using yarn, photos, 
and Color-aid papers. And for the handweavers, we will learn what to do when introducing a 
weft! Lots of inspiration! 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86161546028?pwd=WCtMSm5WaVFSYWNwcEJVbTZXbmpvUT
09 

Meeting ID: 861 6154 6028 
Passcode: 804658 

 
Southwest Utah Weavers’ Schedule 

Monday, February 13, 2023, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Topic: My IWC Project, Judy Harlin 
Location: St. George library 
 
Monday, March 13, 2023, 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Topic: Daryl Lancaster, Color and Inspiration 
Location: Zoom 
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The Threads That Bind Us: A Celebration of Textile Arts 

Our Guild show will be held from September 7 through October 18, 2023. The drop-off date 
for artwork will be September 2, and the pickup date will be October 19.  
 
We are so fortunate to be able to hold our Guild shows at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center 
every other year. The gallery there is so beautiful, and the textiles, which come from textile 
artists all over Utah, are hung beautifully. Please start preparing now for the show! The Call 
for Entries will be sent out very soon. 
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Intermountain Weaver’s Conference (IWC) 

 

 

Workshop Registration Now Open 

IWC just published a newsletter with everything you need to know to attend the 2023 
conference. Registration for the conference opened on February 1. Register early so you can get 
the workshop that you want. You can access the newsletter at this link: 

https://www.intermountainweavers.org/resources/Documents/202301IWCNewsletter.pdf 

IWC will be held July 27–30, 2023, at Utah State University in Logan.  

Volunteers Needed 

The IWC board is looking for volunteers to help us during the day on Wednesday, July 26, and 
Thursday, July 27. We will need help setting up the classrooms and getting the registration 
packets ready for everyone. If you can help on one or both days, even for a few hours, please 
contact Nancy at registration@intermountainweavers.org. We would really appreciate your 
help—we want to make this a great conference! 

IWC Bookmarks 

Join the Southwest Branch of our Guild in weaving bookmarks to give out at IWC! You can 
use inkle looms, card looms, regular looms, kumihimo—whatever! Contact Nancy Crowley 
(LudmillaLilly@outlook.com) with any questions. Nancy Crowley 
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January 12 Guild Meeting 
 
Our first Guild meeting of 2023 on January 12th began with Show and Tell. Thirty-eight 
members were present—one of the most well-attended meetings we have had lately! Our 
members presented some beautiful items, some fun items, and all inspiring items. The sock- 
top rug was fun to see. Towels made using the huck lace weaving pattern from one of Tom’s 
Knisely’s books and the Color and Weave technique were very pretty and interesting. Sonja 
Campana’s rug was displayed against a large window at her new home looking out over some 
of their beautiful property. This also provided us the opportunity to meet Sonja’s new dog!   
 
IWC had asked our Guild to make bookmarks for the upcoming IWC conference—something 
fun and made from fiber to share.” All help with this project will be welcomed and 
appreciated. 
 

Kris Bruland, who started handweaving.net 17 years ago, was 
the presenter for this meeting. His wife wanted to get involved 
in learning to weave, so he bought her a loom for Christmas. A 
full year later the loom was still unused. When he asked to use 
it, she willingly gave her permission, and the rest is history.  
 
By trade Kris is a computer programmer and decided that by 
using those skills he could improve drafting weaving patterns 
and make them easier to manipulate. One thing lead to 
another and he is still expanding and improving the website 
and its offerings. He demonstrated and explained many of the 
features the site offers. “Projects from Handweaving.net” is a 
Facebook group he suggested people look into. On the 
website, people can join Kris’s mailing list. Margaret Hopkin 
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Shuttle-Craft Bulletins: Weaving Bags 

 
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletins covered in this article are from September 1936 and 1938. These Bulletins 
are on the Guild website (mmawg.org) under the Bulletins Tab. 
 
In September 1938 Mary Meigs Atwater wrote that weavers never seem to weary of making 
bags. Bags may change in shape and style, but never go out of fashion. She wrote of how to 
and how not to make a bag. Mary thought that nothing weavers make was more difficult to 
design and execute than a bag. As she wrote: “Anybody can weave a good coverlet or a good 
tweed fabric, or a nice honest rug—but a bag!” 
 
Mary called a bag a “self-contained bit of art.” She said that it 
should fit the personality of the owner and be perfect in finish 
and workmanship. Of particular concern was the fitting into a 
mounting, such as these purse frames found on Etsy, by 
CraftSurprise. It was something that she recommended hiring 
an expert to do or become an expert oneself.   
 
A bag should also be interesting, with a touch of unusualness, 
and be beautiful and easy to carry. 
 
In 1936, Mary referred to a bag that she had seen done by a Philippine weaver, attached to a 
wooden handle that she thought would be easier to work with than the metal mounting 
frames popular at the time. Her figure of the bag and handle are seen here. This project is also 
available in the Recipe Book, Series VI, No.8.   

The threading, tie up, recommended 
yarns, as well as fabric design were 
provided. The bag was woven in fine 
natural cotton, set at 42 double ends 
per inch, but Mary recommended 
20/2 cotton at 36 epi for the American 
weaver. The fabric was woven in 
pattern and tabby, with the pattern 
yarn a soft unmercerized cotton in 
black, coarser than the weft, and the 
tabby the same material as the warp.  
Mary wrote that to imitate the 
Philippine weave would require 8 

shafts but included 4-shaft options: the 
Diamond threading from the Course, 

birds-eye twill, or a small pattern from the Shuttle-Craft book. The effect of the bag fabric 
depends on the arrangement of the bands of pattern weaving, so they should be kept small for 
best effect.   
 
These types of vintage wooden handles can still be acquired. Check out some sources on Etsy:  
ItsAllTreasureArt, Poolhausvintage, and maharanis to name a few.   
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Other weave options Mary mentioned were leno in carpet warp set at 10 epi with cellophane 
straw twist doubled as weft—jute could be substituted. She advised that any stiff weft material 
would work.   
 
In 1938, Mary wrote about a similar bag style, repeating the concern that they were difficult, 
that she hated to tackle them, stating, “On the whole we are less successful with bags than 
with any other one product of our looms.” 
 
In this issue, she wrote about patterns and 
materials not recommended for bag fabric.  
Coarse fibers should be avoided, as well as 
overshot weaving, unless it is a small 
pattern. A pattern giving the effect of weight 
at the bottom, such as the striped and border 
patterns from the Bulletin shown here were 
recommended.    
 
The drafts, threading and treadling, are 
given for these and more, including a 
beautiful Guatemalan motif done in 
Finnweave, a double weave technique. 
 
Mary described her own bag, woven in 20 
singles linen, “her favorite warp” set at 36 
epi, with tabby in old gold linen and pattern 
weft in black rayon. The weave was a point pattern in spot Bronson, which may be seen in the 
Recipe Book (see Series III No. 24). 
 
For more bag ideas, there are several projects with illustrations in Series VI of the Recipe Book. 
Lavern Waddington, The Backstrap Weaver, just posted on her blog about weaving “the odd-
shaped bag,” including a yurt shaped bag and a jaunty bag on her backstrap loom. see 
https://backstrapweaving.wordpress.com/2023/02/03/backstrap-weaving-the-odd-shaped-
bag/.  Maureen Wilson 

 

 

  



8 
 
 

 

 

The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin Study Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The remainder of the 2022–2023 Guild year meeting schedule for the Shuttle-Craft Bulletin 
study group is presented below. The next meeting will be held on Monday, February 13, at 
7:00 p.m. at Ann McKane’s home. The topic of discussion will be Weaving for Pleasure or 
Profit, from the November 1929 bulletin (file pages 73–79) and January 1930 bulletin (file pages 
1–8). 
   
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin study group meets to discuss Mary Atwater’s work from the 
Shuttle-Craft Bulletins. This is an informal group—if you have not participated, try a meeting. 
The meetings often begin with a reading from Mary Meigs Atwater’s biography.   
 
Topic Bulletins Meeting 

Date 
Weaving for Pleasure 
Weaving for Profit 
 

November 1929 
January 1930 
 

Feb 13, 2023 

Color and Color 
Combinations 
 

December 1929 Apr 2023 

Coverlets 
 

February 1930 
January 1931 
 

Jun 2023 

Pile and Velvet 
Weaving 

March 1930 
April 1930 
 

Aug 2023 
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Guild Calendar 2022–2023 

 
February 9 

Ellen Hess: Amazing Lace 
(Zoom meeting) 

 
March 9 

Weaving and Equipment of Mary Atwater 
and Flossie Goodwin; Mary Atwater’s 

Birthday Party 
by ReNee Page and Susan Hainsworth 

 
April 13 

Finishing Weaving 
by Mimi Rodes, Deanna Baugh, Jeanette 

Tregeagle 
 

May 11 
Challenge Exchange: Finished Weaving  

and Drafts 
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March Guild Meeting

 

What: Weaving Legacy of Mary Atwater and Flossie Goodwin,  
            by ReNee Page and Susan Hainsworth 
When: Thursday, March 9, 2023, 6:30 p.m. 
Where: South Valley Unitarian Church, 6876 Highland Drive, basement 

 

Our Guild has the remarkable honor of having been 
named in honor of Mary Atwater, one of the most 
important names in American handweaving. It is also 
remarkable that looms and weavings from Mary Atwater 
and her good friend and fellow weaver, Flossie 
Goodwin, are owned by Guild member ReNee Page.  

At our meeting, ReNee is going to share with us many of 
the wonderful weavings done by Mary Atwater and 
Flossie Goodwin. These women 
were true artists, who 
experimented with techniques 
and pushed the boundaries of 
their art. It is a great privilege—
and very inspiring—to see and 
study these weavings in person. 

Show and Tell will begin at 6:30. 
Please bring the things you have 
been working on. ReNee’s 

           presentation will begin at 7:00. 

 
 

Mary Atwater teaching in her Salt Lake home. Her 
inkle loom is now owned by ReNee Page. 

Flossie Goodwin at the Macomber loom 
she purchased from Mary Atwater’s 
estate. ReNee now owns this loom. 
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President’s Message
 
 
I had trouble figuring out what to say for my message this month until I came across the 
poem “Inscription for Katrina’s Sun-Dial,” by Henry Van Dyke. Part of the poem reads: 
 
Time is 
      too slow for those who wait 
      too swift for those who fear 
      too long for those who grieve 
      too short for those who rejoice. 
But for those who Love 
      time is not. 
 
I hope that everyone is using their time for growing and progressing and becoming who you 
want to be. Enjoy your TIME. Beth Myrer 
 

Zoom Meeting with Daryl Lancaster on March 13, 2023 

The Southwest Branch of our Guild is hosting a Zoom meeting presented by Daryl Lancaster 
on Monday, March 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. All Guild members are invited! Daryl Lancaster is a 
well-known weaver and teacher, who has extensive experience with creating beautiful 
clothing out of handwoven fabric. Here is the information: 

Color and Inspiration 

Build color confidence no matter what your favorite fiber technique. In this presentation, we 
will start with the basics of color and discuss inspiration from color forecasts and online color 
tools. These can help stretch the imagination of anyone who is color challenged. PowerPoint 
slides will illustrate a series of fun exercises to create easy color references using yarn, photos, 
and Color-aid papers. And for the handweavers, we will learn what to do when introducing a 
weft! Lots of inspiration! 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86161546028?pwd=WCtMSm5WaVFSYWNwcEJVbTZXbmpvUT
09 

Meeting ID: 861 6154 6028 
Passcode: 804658 
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The Threads That Bind Us: A Celebration of Textile Arts 

Our Guild show will be held from September 7 through October 18, 2023. The drop-off date 
for artwork will be September 2, and the pickup date will be October 19.  
 
We are so fortunate to be able to hold our Guild shows at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center 
every other year. The gallery there is so beautiful, and the textiles, which come from textile 
artists all over Utah, are hung beautifully. Please start preparing now for the show! The Call 
for Entries is now available on the Guild website. 
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Intermountain Weaver’s Conference (IWC) 

 

 

Workshop Registration Now Open 

IWC just published a newsletter with everything you need to know to attend the 2023 
conference. Registration for the conference opened on February 1. Register early so you can get 
the workshop that you want. You can access the newsletter at this link: 

https://www.intermountainweavers.org/resources/Documents/202301IWCNewsletter.pdf 

IWC will be held July 27–30, 2023, at Utah State University in Logan.  

Volunteers Needed 

The IWC board is looking for volunteers to help us during the day on Wednesday, July 26, and 
Thursday, July 27. We will need help setting up the classrooms and getting the registration 
packets ready for everyone. If you can help on one or both days, even for a few hours, please 
contact Nancy at registration@intermountainweavers.org. We would really appreciate your 
help—we want to make this a great conference! 

IWC Bookmarks 

Join the Southwest Branch of our Guild in weaving bookmarks to give out at IWC! You can 
use inkle looms, card looms, regular looms, kumihimo—whatever! Contact Nancy Crowley 
(LudmillaLilly@outlook.com) with any questions. Nancy Crowley 
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Shuttle-Craft Bulletins: Weaving Afghan Blankets 
 
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletins covered in this article are from November 1936 and 1942. These Bulletins 
are on the Guild website (mmawg.org) under the Bulletins Tab. 
 
Mary Meigs Atwater defined an afghan blanket in the November 1936 Bulletin as a soft, 
lightweight blanket to be used on a couch or to lay over a sleeping child. She called it a 
“useable and agreeable article.” According to 
https://www.greenprophet.com/2012/08/afghans-roots/, the term “afghan” when referring 
to the knitted or crocheted blanket went mainstream in America in the early 1800s.   
 
The most popular afghans that Mary wrote about were made of a coarse worsted yarn, lightly 
woven, and done in weaves known for color and texture. This was something that could be 
woven quickly. One yarn Mary recommended was Germantown, sett at 10 ends per inch (epi). 
This yarn was available from Bernat at the time at 1200 yards per pound according to a 
Handicrafter ad from January 1928. The Interweave Master Yarn chart 
https://www.interweave.com/wp-content/uploads/Master-Yarn-Chart-2014.pdf lists a 10 
epi plain weave sett recommendation for 6/2 wool. Vavstuga carries a comparable 6/2 blanket 
yarn:  https://store.vavstuga.com/product/yarn-garn-woo-blan.html . 
 
Simple weaves were recommended. Dark, rich colors would 
be best for a living room or a study done in dark colors. 
Lighter shades would be better for a bedroom or morning 
room. Many colors may be combined in a plaid 
arrangement, for example, as this one woven by Catherine 
Marchant, in Susan Hainsworth’s collection.  
 
Mary thought that crackle weave, especially woven without 
a tabby (in the Italian method) would be suitable. She listed 
many options from the Recipe Book (see Series III for 
blankets), including projects in crackle, summer and winter, 
a fancy six-shaft threading, Finnweave, and more. She wrote 
that all of these were of the fabric type and if done in coarse 
worsted knitting yarns would be excellent for an afghan 
blanket. From the Shuttle-Craft Book on American Hand 
Weaving, she recommended several summer and winter 
weaves, Bronson, and what she referred to as “fabric” 
threadings. In total, she referred to over 50 projects or weaves that could be used. 
 
In November 1942, Mary provided new blanket patterns in response to requests. The first was 
a three-shaft warp-faced blanket weave from an Indian piece from Mexico. The original was 
done in handspun wool in three colors. She found the combination of yellow, blue, and red to  
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be extremely handsome. Mary wrote that a coarse knitting yarn sett at 24 epi (quite a bit 
denser than recommended above) would make an excellent automobile blanket. Done in finer 
material, sett closer, it would make a good couch blanket.   
 
The second draft (b) was from a sample sent from a guild member from a colonial period 
shawl. The material used was a hard-twisted wool yarn, not well suited to softness. This draft 
is essentially the one included in the Recipe Book, Section IV. Number 14, as a colonial shawl, 
later identified as first published deflected double weaves. There is a slight adjustment in the 
threading as seen below, but the treadling and tie-up are the same. Mary called the weave very 
striking and unusual and thought it might make a very handsome wall hanging in coarse 
rough silk or a lightweight jute. She described it as having a “sort of spider web effect that is 
quite remarkable” and added that it would make a handsome couch blanket in a worsted 
weight wool yarn. It is interesting to note that in the Recipe Book, revised later, this project is 
described as not suitable for blankets “as the weave is so open.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

2Threading from the Recipe Book, Series IV, Number 14 

1Threading (b) from the November 1942 Bulletin 
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The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin Study Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The remainder of the 2022–2023 Guild year meeting schedule for the Shuttle-Craft Bulletin 
study group is presented below. The next meeting will be held in April, with the date to be 
determined, at Catherine Marchant’s home. The topic of discussion will be Color and  
Color Combinations from the December 1929 Bulletin (PDF pages 80–87). 
   
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin study group meets to discuss Mary Atwater’s work from the 
Shuttle-Craft Bulletins. This is an informal group—if you have not participated, try a meeting. 
The meetings often begin with a reading from Mary Meigs Atwater’s biography.   
 
Topic Bulletins Meeting 

Date 
Color and Color 
Combinations 
 

December 1929 Apr 2023 

Coverlets 
 

February 1930 
January 1931 
 

Jun 2023 

Pile and Velvet 
Weaving 

March 1930 
April 1930 
 

Aug 2023 
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Guild Calendar 2022–2023 

 
March 9 

Weaving Legacy of Mary Atwater and Flossie 
Goodwin; Mary Atwater’s Birthday Party 

by ReNee Page and Susan Hainsworth 
 

April 13 
Finishing Weaving 

by Mimi Rodes, Deanna Baugh, Jeanette 
Tregeagle 

 
May 11 

Challenge Exchange: Finished Weaving  
and Drafts 
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April Guild Meeting
 

What:  Finishing Weaving, by Mimi Rodes, Deanna Baugh, and 
             Jeanette Tregeagle 
When:  Thursday, April 13, 2023, 6:30 p.m. 
Where:  South Valley Unitarian Church, 6876 Highland Drive, basement 

 

 Our April Guild program is all about 
how to finish and present weaving. It 
will be presented by talented Guild 
members Mimi Rodes, Deanna Baugh, 
and Jeanette Tregeagle. Deanna will 
teach us about the importance of wet 
finishing our weaving, Jeanette will 
show us different ways to finish the 
edges, and Mimi will help us determine 
the best way to display our work. All of 
this will be helpful as we prepare our 
weaving for the Guild show next fall. 

Show and Tell will begin at 6:30. Please 
bring the things you have been working 
on.  

At the April meeting, there will be 
printed copies of the Guild library 
catalog, as well as printed copies of the 

Guild’s updated membership list. Barbara Allen, our membership secretary, will also email a 
copy of the membership list to each Guild member. (This list is not made public on the Guild 
website. It is reserved for Guild members.) 
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Upcoming Guild Events 
Saturday, April 22, 2:00–4:00 
Library open house (Susan Hainsworth’s home) 

Thursday, May 11, 6:30 p.m. 
Challenge Exchange: Finished Weaving and Drafts 

Saturday, June 3, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Visit to Pear Tree Llama Farm in Midway and Potluck Lunch 

September 7–October 18 
Guild Show: The Threads That Bind Us (Utah Cultural Celebration Center) 

September 7, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Guild Show Opening (this will be the September Guild meeting) 

September 7–9 
Three-day workshop by Rebecca Winter—Shadow Weave: A Multifaceted Structure 

 

President’s Message 
 
As I am writing this, it is April 1, and hopefully no one got taken in by an April Fool’s joke. 
However, I think the weather has been doing a number on everyone. The weather app on my 
phone indicates that another storm is coming in Sunday night. I know we need the moisture, 
but when is it enough? 

The only positive is I can’t really get outside to do much yard work, so I can just continue 
weaving and working on other projects. Keep weaving, and I look forward to seeing everyone 
on April 13. Hopefully it won’t be snowing! Beth Myrer 

 

The Threads That Bind Us: A Celebration of Textile Arts 

Our Guild show will be held from September 7 through October 18, 2023. The drop-off date 
for artwork will be September 2, and the pickup date will be October 19.  
 
We are so fortunate to be able to hold our Guild shows at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center 
every other year. The gallery there is so beautiful, and the textiles, which come from textile 
artists all over Utah, are hung beautifully. Please start preparing now for the show! The Call 
for Entries is now available on the Guild website. 
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2023–2024 Guild Board 

 
We are so grateful to those who are willing to serve on our Guild board. The elected board 
members shown here will be voted on at the May 11 Guild meeting. Many other Guild 
members serve as appointed board members, but according to the Guild bylaws, we do not 
vote for them.  
 
Co-Presidents:        Mimi Rodes and Jeanette Tregeagle 
Vice President:        Sunny Cate 
Membership Secretary:  Barbara Allen 
Recording Secretary:  Beth Myrer 
Treasurer:   Margaret Hopkin 
 
 
 

Guild Library Open House 
 

The Guild has recently released 
an updated library catalog, 
which is available on the Guild’s 
website (under “Resources”). 
The Guild’s library contains over 
600 wonderful books, and the 
catalog lists the books in 
categories so you can scan to 
find books on the subjects you 
are interested in. Please let Susan 
Hainsworth know if you would 
like any books. 
 
The library is at Susan’s home, 

and she will be hosting monthly library open houses. There will be treats, and you can come 
and bring your knitting and hang out, as well as spending time with the wonderful books. 
 
The first open house will be on Saturday, April 22, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Susan lives at 91 East 
400 North, Centerville. 
  



4 
 
 

 

 

Intermountain Weaver’s Conference (IWC) 

 

 

Workshop Registration  

Intermountain Weaver’s Conference is a wonderful way to learn from other weavers, take 
workshops from nationally known weavers, and see impressive textile exhibits. This time the 
conference is being held in Logan, Utah, so it is very easy for us to attend! 

IWC has published a newsletter with everything you need to know to attend the 2023 
conference. You can access the newsletter at this link: 

https://www.intermountainweavers.org/resources/Documents/202301IWCNewsletter.pdf 

IWC will be held July 27–30, 2023, at Utah State University in Logan.  

Volunteers Needed 

The IWC board is looking for volunteers to help us during the day on Wednesday, July 26, and 
Thursday, July 27. We will need help setting up the classrooms and getting the registration 
packets ready for everyone. If you can help on one or both days, even for a few hours, please 
contact Nancy at registration@intermountainweavers.org. We would really appreciate your 
help—we want to make this a great conference! 

IWC Bookmarks 

Join the Southwest Branch of our Guild in weaving bookmarks to give out at IWC! You can 
use inkle looms, card looms, regular looms, kumihimo—whatever! Contact Nancy Crowley 
(LudmillaLilly@outlook.com) with any questions. Nancy Crowley 
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Great Basin Fiber Arts Fair 
The Great Basin Fiber Arts Fair is coming up quickly on April 28 and 29. Class signups are 
open now and filling quickly. There will be three-hour and all-day classes on Friday and 
Saturday with amazing teachers. There are many vendors who are selling fibers, yarns, and 
equipment, plus demonstrations, Guilds, a tea garden, and more. Go to www.gbfaf.org for all 
the details. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help with setup on Thursday, April 27, as well as on April 28 and 29. 
Please go to https://signup.com/go/TzjGRRs  to sign up to volunteer with the GBFAF 
committee. Fibery treats will be given to all who volunteer! 
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Pictures from the March Guild Meeting 

 
Our March meeting highlighted ReNee Page and Deanna Baugh sharing with us many of the 
wonderful weavings done by Mary Atwater and Flossie Goodwin. These women were true 
artists, who experimented with techniques and 
pushed the boundaries of their art. It is a great 
privilege— and very inspiring—to see and study 
these weavings in person.  

It is also a great privilege to have our Guild named 
after Mary Atwater and to have equipment and 
weavings from her and her friend Flossie Goodwin. 
Many thanks to ReNee and Deanna for sharing with 
us. 
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Shuttle-Craft Bulletins: Warping 
 
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletins covered in this article are from December 1936 and 1944. These Bulletins 
are on the Guild website (mmawg.org) under the Bulletins Tab. 
 
December issue of the Shuttle-Craft Bulletin became known as the equipment or technique 
issue, with a focus on the technical and practical matters of weaving. Mary Meigs Atwater 
wrote in December 1944, “We need to remember, at least once a year, that weaving is not all 
art, and that unless we are good workmen—in the completely practical sense—we cannot be 
good craftsmen.” So, the December issues from 1936 and 1944 are about the warping 
technique.   
 
Mary found that warping is the least interesting part of the textile process. But, she continued, 
good weaving depends on correct warping and it is useless to try to weave on a poor warp. 
 
She presented three methods of warping. The first—using a prepared warp, not so available 
these days, unless you go with the Saori weaving method. Prepared warps were available on 
spools, usually in 20-yard lengths, but were limited to only a few kinds. The second method 
and the one she called the most laborious is using a warping board and chaining the warp.  
This is probably the most common technique used by weavers I know. Mary thought that this 
method was a waste of time and difficult to do without a team to assist. She did allow for 
exceptions: using a short narrow warp, especially if it is a “fancy” warp with many colors. The 
third method and the one she noted as the most economical and practical is sectional warping. 
She thought that this method allowed beaming a long warp the full width of the loom by 
yourself and in 2 hours (!).   
 
She described the sectional warp beams available at the time and techniques for converting a 
conventional warp beam to a sectional one. She also reviewed additional equipment needed to 
warp sectionally: a spool rack or creel, spools of different types and where to get them, a yarn 
swift and some kind of winding device. She recommended an electric winder or a used sewing 
machine motor fitted to a tapered shank that could take shuttle bobbins, and warp spools. The 
last piece of equipment recommended was a guide through which the warp yarns are taken in 
from the spool rack to avoid tangling, usually a flat piece of metal punched with holes. She 
wrote that the only difficulty in sectional warping is keeping an even tension across the warp.   
 
A Guild member developed a tension box type tool and described its construction and use. 
In 1944, Mary repeated that warping, while uninteresting and troublesome, is a matter of 
prime importance for good weaving. Single loose threads may be corrected, but Mary wrote 
that if a group of threads are loose, there is no cure but rebeaming. She continued to advocate 
sectional warping but did allow that alternative methods may be better in special cases. She 
thought the sectional warping was most economical in terms of time, and far easier on the 
warp material. This method does require a sectional warp beam which she thought impractical 
for a small loom.  
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Mary repeated the list 
of equipment: a spool 
rack with at least 60 
spools, made of wood 
rather than cardboard 
as it was longer 
lasting, a tensioner, as 
mentioned in 1936 as 
pictured in her sketch 
included here: 
 
Mary wrote about the 
issue of the lack of a 
“lease” or cross in 
sectional warping.  
Some weavers felt that it 
was right to always have one. Mary thought that it was completely unnecessary, but wrote 
that an attachment could be added to the tensioner if it made the weaver happier.   
 
Mary did agree that using a warping board made more sense for a short and narrow warp.  
She admonished that winding the warp too tight should be avoided, as it led to wasting warp 
material and difficulty in beaming.   
 
She went on to discuss beaming, describing either using a raddle, or sleying it through the 
reed, not identifying one as better than the other.  She preferred to use paper as a warp 
packing material, even newspaper for lightweight warps.   
 
While we do have some new tools now, such as a warping wheel, it appears that the problems 
of warping well have been with weavers for a long time.   
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The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin Study Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The remainder of the 2022–2023 Guild year meeting schedule for the Shuttle-Craft Bulletin 
study group is presented below. The next meeting will be held on April 18, at 7:00 p.m. at 
Catherine Marchant’s home. The topic of discussion will be Color and Color Combinations 
from the December 1929 Bulletin (PDF pages 80–87). 
   
The Shuttle-Craft Bulletin study group meets to discuss Mary Atwater’s work from the 
Shuttle-Craft Bulletins. This is an informal group—if you have not participated, try a meeting. 
The meetings often begin with a reading from Mary Meigs Atwater’s biography.   
 
Topic Bulletins Meeting 

Date 
Color and Color 
Combinations 
 

December 1929 April 18, 2023 

Coverlets 
 

February 1930 
January 1931 
 

Jun 2023 

Pile and Velvet 
Weaving 

March 1930 
April 1930 
 

Aug 2023 
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Guild Calendar 2022–2023 

 
Thursday, April 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Finishing Weaving 
by Mimi Rodes, Deanna Baugh, Jeanette 

Tregeagle 
 

Thursday, May 11, 6:30 p.m. 
Challenge Exchange: Finished Weaving  

and Drafts 
 

Saturday, June 3, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Visit to Pear Tree Llama Farm in Midway  

and Potluck Lunch 
 

September 7–October 18 
Guild Show: The Threads That Bind Us 

Utah Cultural Celebration Center 
 

September 7, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Guild Show Opening (this will be the 

September Guild meeting) 
 

September 7–9 
Three-Day Workshop by Rebecca Winter 
Shadow Weave: A Multifaceted Structure 

South Valley Unitarian Church 
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May Guild Meeting
 
What:   Exchange of Guild Challenge Projects: Profile Drafts 
When:  Thursday, May 11, 2023, 6:30 p.m. 
Where: South Valley Unitarian Church, 6876 Highland Drive, basement 

 

Our May Guild meeting is the culmination of the 
Guild Challenge on Profile Drafts. If you have woven 
a piece for the challenge, bring it to the meeting, 
along with a copy of your profile and draft. All of us 
will be able to enjoy and learn from the work of those 
who have participated in this challenge. 

If possible, email a copy of your draft to Judie 
Eatough, judie@eatough.net. She will compile the 
drafts and send them to the membership. If you have 
used weaving software, send your image from the 
software. If you did not use software, you can send a 
PDF or even a scan of your draft and Judie will 
translate it so that everyone can receive it. (Judie will 
be happy to help you if you aren’t sure how to send 

your draft; just email her.) You can also send her a picture of your final piece or a sample of 
your weaving to be included. 

Show and Tell will begin at 6:30. Please bring the things you have been working on.  

June Meeting on Saturday, June 3 
Please keep Saturday, June 3, open for the Guild’s visit to Pear Tree Llama Farm in Midway. 
The visit and potluck lunch will last from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
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Upcoming Guild Events 
Thursday, May 11, 6:30 p.m. 
Challenge Exchange: Finished Weaving and Drafts 

Saturday, May 27, 2:00–4:00 
Library open house (Susan Hainsworth’s home) 

Saturday, June 3, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Visit to Pear Tree Llama Farm in Midway and Potluck Lunch 

September 7–October 18 
Guild Show: The Threads That Bind Us (Utah Cultural Celebration Center) 

September 7, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Guild Show Opening (this will be the September Guild meeting) 

September 7–9 
Three-day workshop by Rebecca Winter—Shadow Weave: A Multifaceted Structure 

 

 

President’s Message 
 
I hope everyone’s spring is going well. I want to encourage you to register for IWC 
(Intermountain Weaving Conference). It is a great opportunity to learn from nationally known 
teachers, shop in the vendors’ hall, and just as importantly, be around people who have the 
same interests as you do—people who understand when you talk weaving without having to 
explain yourself. 
 
I hope that those who participated in the Guild Challenge will get your profiles and drafts to 
Judie Eatough so she can compile them so they are available to Guild members. This is a great 
opportunity to learn from each other. I hope to see you on Thursday, May 11.  Beth Myrer 
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2023–2024 Guild Board 

 
We are so grateful to those who are willing to serve on our Guild board. The elected board 
members shown here will be voted on at the May 11 Guild meeting. Many other Guild 
members serve as appointed board members, but according to the Guild bylaws, we do not 
vote for them.  
 

Elected Board Members 
 
Co-Presidents         Mimi Rodes and Jeanette Tregeagle 
 
Vice President         Sunny Cate 
  
Membership Secretary:  Barbara Allen 
 
Recording Secretary  Beth Myrer 
  
Treasurer    Margaret Hopkin 
 

Appointed Board Members 
 
Hospitality     Karen Gregory 
 
Newsletter Susan Hainsworth, Maureen Wilson (Shuttle-Craft articles),  

Leslie Sieburth (book articles), Nicole Lohman (biographies) 
 
Webmaster     Nancy Crowley 
 
Guild Outreach Coordinator Julie Guiney 
 
Mary Atwater Study   
Group Coordinator   Maureen Wilson 
 
Library and Equipment   Susan Hainsworth 
 
Guild Show Committee  Phyllis Mandel, Drew Quinn, Susan Hainsworth 
 
Guild Sale Coordinator   Catherine Marchant 
 
IWC Representative   Nancy Crowley 
 
Grants Officer    Mimi Rodes 
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The Threads That Bind Us: A Celebration of Textile Arts 

Our Guild show will be held from September 7 through October 18, 2023. The drop-off date 
for artwork will be September 2, and the pickup date will be October 19.  
 
We are so fortunate to be able to hold our Guild shows at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center 
every other year. The gallery there is so beautiful, and the textiles, which come from textile 
artists all over Utah, are hung beautifully. Please start preparing now for the show! The Call 
for Entries is now available on the Guild website. 

 

Shadow Weave Workshop Update 

As announced in April, the Guild will sponsor a Shadow Weave workshop on September 7–9, 
2023. This will be taught by Rebecca Winter and is being taught in connection with our Guild 
show, “The Threads That Bind Us.” So far, 16 participants have already registered for the 
class. The maximum class size is 20, so there are just four open spots remaining! We are 
thrilled by the enthusiastic response for this workshop! Way to go!! The workshop registration 
information is on the Guild website.  Mimi Rodes 

 

Guild Library Open House on Saturday, May 27 
 

The Guild has recently released an 
updated library catalog, which is 
available on the Guild’s website (under 
“Resources”). The Guild’s library 
contains over 600 wonderful books, 
and the catalog lists the books in 
categories so you can scan to find 
books on the subjects you are 
interested in. Please let Susan 
Hainsworth know if you would like 
any books. 
 
The library is at Susan’s home, and she 

is hosting library open houses. There will be treats, and you can come and bring your knitting 
and hang out, as well as spending time with the wonderful books. 
 
The second open house will be on Saturday, May 27, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Susan lives at  
91 East 400 North, Centerville. 
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Intermountain Weaver’s Conference (IWC) 

 The  

Great Conference Shirts for Sale 

Intermountain Weavers Conference (IWC) has very special conference shirts for sale. There are 
three styles of shirts, three colors in each style, and each shirt has the conference logo on it. 

To order shirts, log onto the website. Then, go to the Register page. At the bottom of the page, 
there are three options for purchasing each of the three styles of shirts. If you want more than 
one shirt, you will need to make more than one order. The shirts will be available for pickup at 
the Registration desk at the conference. 

To see the logo, shirt styles and colors, go to the main page of the IWC website: 
intermountainweavers.org. In the section on the IWC shirts, there is a link to a PDF document 
with styles, sizes, and colors. 

Workshop Registration  

Intermountain Weaver’s Conference is a wonderful way to learn from other weavers, take 
workshops from nationally known weavers, and see impressive textile exhibits. This time the 
conference is being held in Logan, Utah, so it is very easy for us to attend! 

IWC has published a newsletter with everything you need to know to attend the 2023 
conference. You can access the newsletter at this link: 

https://www.intermountainweavers.org/resources/Documents/202301IWCNewsletter.pdf 

IWC will be held July 27–30, 2023, at Utah State University in Logan.  

Volunteers Needed 

The IWC board is looking for volunteers to help us during the day on Wednesday, July 26, and 
Thursday, July 27. We will need help setting up the classrooms and getting the registration 
packets ready for everyone. If you can help on one or both days, even for a few hours, please 
contact Nancy at registration@intermountainweavers.org. We would really appreciate your 
help—we want to make this a great conference! 
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IWC Bookmarks 

Join the Southwest Branch of our Guild in weaving bookmarks to give out at IWC! You can 
use inkle looms, card looms, regular looms, kumihimo—whatever! Contact Nancy Crowley 
(LudmillaLilly@outlook.com) with any questions.  Nancy Crowley 

 
 

Member Profile: Nicki Allen 
This month we are reintroducing our member profile 
features. Each month we will feature one of our 
members, both new and old, as a way to build 
community and to foster the Guild’s purpose of 
sharing knowledge and experience. Our first profile 
under this new series features one of our newer 
members, Nicki Allen. 
 
Nicki is a soon-to-be-retired nurse, who started her 
foray into the medical field as a medic in the army 
while going to college. With a passion for learning 
and keeping busy, she and her husband have 
participated as cultural demonstrators in the Orem 
Colonial Heritage Festival each 4th of July weekend 
for the past 11 years, running a traditional printing 
shop. 
 
Last year Nicki decided she would like to pursue 
other traditional colonial handicrafts and was led to 
spinning and weaving. After exploring the internet 
and videos on YouTube, she purchased her first rigid 

heddle loom at Heindselman’s in Provo and started weaving kitchen towels, exploring the 
variety of weave structures and the versatility of a rigid heddle loom. This interest led her to 
the Great Basin Fiber Festival last April, where she 
met our wonderful volunteers, who encouraged 
her to join the Guild. As a result, Nicki has been a 
member with us since August of last year.  
 
Shortly thereafter, the opportunity arose for her 
and her husband to acquire a traditional 1800s-
style barn loom, the perfect type of loom for 
cultural demonstrations at the Colonial Heritage 
Festival. Since then, Nicki has attended a special 
school in Vermont that focuses on teaching  
 Towels Nicki wove on her rigid heddle loom 
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students how to weave on English barn looms from the 1800s. She has brought that knowledge 
home and is working on improving her skills with this unique style of loom, starting by 
weaving a blanket. 
 
Because of her great interest and focus on the colonial period, Nicki is extremely interested in 
learning how weave overshot, as that was a very popular weaving style during that time 
period. She is hoping to draw on the knowledge of our members to learn that technique and 
how to better interpret the many styles and notations of pattern drafts. She would greatly 
appreciate any knowledge and tips you can share with her. We will also see her later this fall 
at our shadow weave workshop. 
 
When not weaving, Nicki also enjoys spinning and is excited to attend classes to improve her 
knowledge and skills with dyeing wool. She is also looking forward to a class at a folk school, 
where she will learn how to process and spin flax. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about Nicki and her work with the Colonial Heritage 
Festival, please reach out to her either at Guild meetings or via email. She is still looking for 
additional weavers to demonstrate at the Colonial Heritage Festival at SCERA park in Orem 
on July 1, 3, and 4, preferably some folks with small portable shaft looms or table looms. 
Volunteers would need to wear semi-period dress, but Nicki can help track some down clothes 
for any potential volunteers.  Nicole Lohman 
 

 
Nicki and her husband in colonial dress for the Orem Colonial Heritage Festival. 
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Summary of the April Guild Meeting 
  

 
At our April Guild meeting, we learned how to finish 
handwoven fabrics. Deanna Baugh showed both 
samples and photos of wet-finished handwoven 
fabric. Wool MUST be finished (usually hand 
washed), without intense agitation. Do not put it in 
the dryer. If using rayon chenille, get the fabric set, put it in dryer, and dry gently.   
 
When making fringe, tie the fringe at the top and the bottom of each section. Wash, dry, then 
cut off the bottom knots from each piece. This will keep the fringe from coming unraveled and 
will ensure that it stays looking nice.   
 
Another method for creating nice looking fringe is to weave the 
area you want to become fringe, beating very loosely. Gently 
wash, then dry your fabric and unweave the area that you want 
to become fringe (that you had beat loosely while weaving). 
 
Jeanette Tregeagle showed several techniques for giving your 
woven projects that special touch that makes your items really 
stand out. With towels, you can weave the area of the hem in a 
complementary but different color from the body of the towel. 
When planning your project, plan narrow borders on the sides of 
the towels that are in a different pattern from the main part of 
the towel. On both ends, weave in the same pattern that you 
have on the sides. To put small beads on your fringe, use a  
G-U-M tooth flosser to add the beads to the fringe. Margaret 
Hopkin Show and Tell 




